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Press-release
VTB KREMLIN CUP STICKS TO ITS GUNS

Welcome to the press-conference in the run-up to the 28th international tennis tournament “VTB Kremlin Cup” to be held on October 14-22 at the sports complex “Olimpiysky”. VTB Kremlin Cup” is the largest ever all-time sports event in our country, a tournament with rich traditions, a competition of world level. There is no other such tournament anywhere in the world which would combine under one roof indoors the men’s and the women’s event which creates a unique atmosphere at the stadium. 

Russia’s first champions were born here, future stars of domestic and world tennis got their baptism of fire here as well. The Russians scored most wins at the event winning 39 out of the 87 titles up for grabs in 1990-2016, including 21 singles titles and 18 doubles trophies. Thus in 2004 Nikolay Davydenko  and Anastasia Myskina won both the singles and the doubles events. A the turn of the century one might as well have dubbed the events “Kafelnikov Cup” as Evgeny won the title five times in 1997-2001to become our absolute record holder. 

In 2017 Moscow’ unique tournament which has become nothing short of a global  international event will get together players from all continents. Russian tennis fans can’t wait to see on the Moscow courts the Olympic champions of Rio Elena Vesnina and Ekaterina Makarova to say nothing of the 20-year old Russian tennis hopeful Daria Kasatkina who has pulled off quite a few major wins recently. Meanwhile Moscow’s top-seed is the world’s №7 player, the leader of the British women’s squad Johanna Konta. The Briton reached Wimbledon semifinals this season and shone at WTA”s super event at Miami winning the trophy there. The winner of “VTB Kremlin Cup” two latest editions Svetlana Kuznetsova – Russia’s top player and one of the world’s strongest players will treat the home fans to several master-classes and autograph sessions.

The reigning champion and Top10 player - the Spaniard Pablo Carreno Busta who did astonishingly well at the recent US Open will come here to defend its Moscow title. Last year Pablo became the first player from the Pyrenean peninsula to claim the honorary Moscow trophy to confirm his top class.

“If we take into account all factors – the busy schedule, the injuries of the leadings players, the appearance of new tournaments, then we should all be really happy with the lineup and anticipate a thrilling tournament”, says Alexei Selivanenko, director of the women’s event noting that composition-wise Moscow’s current lineup is one of the strongest in recent years.

We will be watching in the men’s event Russia’s top players who pleased the Russian crowd this season, it is worthy paying a special attention to the trio Karen  Khachanov-Daniil Medvedev-Andrey Rublev. This new generation of young Russian tennis hopefuls players constitute the backbone of Russia’s  national team in Davis Cup. The players made an impressive breakthrough to the men’s world’s tennis elite. Andrey Rublev who has just become Russia’s top player savoring the sweet taste of victory over former Top10 player Tomas Berdych at the tournament in Beijing and stands high chances to climb even higher in world rankings. Karen Kachanov and Daniil Medvedev make for a worthy competition for Rublev.  “Throw in  Roman Safiullin who is recovering from an injury and won the bronze medal at the recent Universiad in Taipei and one must be happy about your young players – a couple of years from now these guys can pretend to win the Davis Cup”, says President of the Russian Tennis Federation, captain of the men’s team and chairman of “VTB Kremlin Cup” board of directors Shamil Tarpischev.

Russia’s young players will be up against seasoned and titled players from the world Top40, such as the two great Spaniards Albert Ramos Vinolas and the famous Feliciano Lopez, Alexander Zverev’s Davis Cup team mate Philipp Kohlschreiber, the fine tactician Adrian Mannarino from France and some others.

For some players “VTB Kremlin Cup” is a good launching pad which may help them to qualify for the year-end respective events while it gives a boost to some others nurturing their hopes for the next season. So we hope there will be some more surprises in the run-up to the tournament. The organizers do not rule out the option of handing wilds cards to some high-profile leading players, including Maria Sharapova.     


Loyal to its traditions, the 28th international tennis tournament “VTB Kremlin Cup” will become not only a spectacular sports event of Russia’s capital but also a meaningful socio-cultural event. The tournament list of guests namely features the head of the Association of International Federations of Olympic Summer Sports Francesco  Ricci Bitti and WTA’s CEO Steve Simon, top Russian and Moscow’s state leaders.

Last year the tournament was attended by some 68 000 spectators of all ages. In the final days of the event spectators will watch life the show of AC/DC drummer Chris Slade which will be held in parallel to the players’ stepping on the court. Tennis fans will be able to measure their serve speed in the fan zone as well as jump on the trampoline, try their hand at painting and participate in thrilling quests and autograph sessions of the players. Unique technologies of additional reality will be featured at the  VTB booth.   

“VTB Kremlin Cup” is not just another tournament, held annually worldwide, it is in fact the center of tennis development in Russia which hosts in parallel massive spin-off events such as the workshops for line judges and chair umpires, seminars for coaches, scientific conferences with Russian and foreign high-profile guest speakers – to say nothing of the annual conference of tennis public opinion which brings together delegates from all over Russia, all its regions who participate in the development of tennis in the country”, - said the tournament director general Yakov Shatkhin on the eve of the event.

A special social program will be launched at the 28th international tennis tournament “VTB Kremlin Cup” for the fourth year running with some 130 000 invitations valid for the first days of the event distributed. Thus students of 400 Moscow high schools will be able to visit the tournament as well as members of such public agencies as the Moscow Committee of Public Services (the project “Active Citizen”), Moscow’s Department of Culture and Department of Social Protection, the Center of Youth Employment at the Department of Labor and Social Protection, Moscow’s Palace of Pioneers to say nothing of the 50 tennis schools from Moscow and the Moscow region. Holders of the Muscovite social card will enjoy free access to the event and they can also buy tickets for friends and relatives at a fifteen per cent discount. This is also true of students and holders of VTB, VTB24 and Pochta Bank plastic cards holders. 

“Moscow is one the world’s sports centers and the tournament “VTB Kremlin Cup” - one of its highlights. We’ve been supporting this event for almost  20 years, and I am confident that tennis matches will draw the interest of thousands of fans who will fill the stands”, - said Vladimir Verkhoshinsky, VTB board of directors member and   deputy head of VTB Bank global retail line “Roznitsa”.

The working hours of  “VTB Kremlin Cup” press-center:

Accreditations are handed 
October 10 – from 2PM till 6 PM

October 11-13 – from 10AM till 6PM 

Last day for accreditation handing – October 13.

Matches begin:

October 14 - at 10AM

October 15 – at 12 AM
October 16-18 – at 11PM
October 19-20 – at 12 AM

October 21 - at 1 PM
October 22 – at 2PM

The tournament is being held with the support of the Department for sport and tourism of Moscow and Ministry of Sports of Russian Federation.
 
The tournament “VTB Kremlin Cup” is held with the support of:

	Title sponsor

Official car

Official watch and official timekeeper

Official airline company 

Official partner

Official uniform supplier, official stringer and official ball of the men’s tournament
	VTB Bank 

Jaguar

RADO

Emirates

Closed Joint Stock Company “Moscow Brewing Company”, the manufacturer of Hamovniki Venskoe beer (Excessive consumption of alcohol products harmful to your health)

Babolat

	Official souvenir supplier

Broadcast company

Official fitness-club

Official water

Partners

Official Players’ Party venue

Official radio

Strategic communication partners                 

Business newspaper 
News agency 

Daily sports newspaper 

Broadcast location of the Tournament video adverts

Event promotion on the internet

Internet

Magazines/Newspapers

	Prestige

Match TV
World Class

San Bededetto

Tourism section of the Spanish embassy in Moscow, Li-Er, ISD

    Duran Bar Moscow

    Silver Rain

   ACMG

   Golf Digest

   L’Officiel

   OK!

   SNC Media

   Kommersant
   TASS
   Sovetskiy Sport
   Cinema Luxor

  TV Center Ostankino

  World Fashion Channel

  KudaGo.com

  Championat.com

  Finam.ru

  FashionTime.ru

  GoTennis.ru

  A-a-ah.ru

  The-challenger.ru

  Mos-holidays.ru

 Harper’s Baazar Russian edition

 Metro newspaper

 Moscow city guide

 Snob
 Expert
 Russian Pioneer
 Bolshoi Sport
 Yachts Russia
 CITYMAGAZINE

 Millionaire.ru

     BOSS
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